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TESTING!  

TESTING!  

EDMONTONð  Itôs been a long road, but it seems 

that Childrenôs Agenda is nearing the finish line. 

First mandated in January 2003, the program is now 

in the back-half of the Test Implementation phase, 

where we finally get to see the framework in action 

 

ñWe are actually seeing progress there. They are 

moving forward.ò says Childrenôs Agenda Manager 

Ann Nipshank. 

The current test implementation sites are: Dene Tha 

First Nation, Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation, and Lesser 

Slave Lake Indian Regional Council. The latter, 

LSLIRC is contributing with data collection of 

health determinants and health indicators. 

Nipshank says itôs been a journey including many 

changes in staff, Chiefs, and Elders, but things are 

looking good. 

ñWe are on target; we are ensuring that the frame-

work is being followed,ò Nipshank beamed. 

Test implementation is expected to wrap as early as 

March 2010. 

CREW HEADED TO DENEô THA TERRITORY 

EDMONTONð Childrenôs Agenda 

is on the move. From July 25th to the 

27th a group of 4 CA staff members 

will be in Bushe River, home to the 

Deneô Tha, for the 5th Annual Honor-

ing our Treaty Gathering. 

 

The team will be asking the elders for 

a traditional definition, answering the 

question: what does the word ñhealthò 

mean? 

 

 

ñHealth could be mean and be inter-

preted differently by different nations, 

by different people.ò says Childrenôs 

Agenda Manager Ann Nipshank. 

So in order to whittle it down, the 

plan is to start at the most important 

source of direction, the Elders. 

ñOur elders are the keepers of our 

land and they hold a lot of  

knowledge.ò explains Nipshank. 

Childrenôs Agenda staff will also 

be taking part in the Alberta Treaty 

8 Annual General Assembly. 

 

Staff will also be handing out in-

formation material, answering 

questions and getting suggestions 

from those in attendance. 

See you there! 

 
 

RUNNING FRAMEWORK  
THROUGH THE PACES 



LOOKING BIG PICTURE 
For Alice Sawan making a positive change in her com-

munity has become a lifelong passion. 

 

 ñMy heart is there because I believe that I can help our 

people. I believe that there is a better way,ò said Sawan. 

 

A former Band Councilor with the Woodland Cree Na-

tion, Sawan is now continuing that work at a distance of 

569 kilometers. Sawan now spends most of her days in 

Edmonton, working as part of Treaty 8ôs Childrenôs 

Agenda team. Sawan has recently accepted the role of 

Best Practice Technician. Her main job is to oversee the 

progress of a test implementation site based in Deneô 

Tha. 

 

A mother of three and grandmother of three more, Sawan 

says she is looking at the big picture. She feels that doing 

a good job will go a long way in helping to develop a 

system that will allow for a better life for all Treaty 8 

children and families. 

 

ñI believe in what childrenôs agenda has set out to do,ò 

Sawan beamed. 

 

Sawan is also currently working toward a university de-

gree in social work. 

 

Alice can be reached at asawan@treaty8.org or by calling 

1-888-treaty8. 

From the spotlight of national TV, to the dedicated 

team at Treaty 8, Sean Amato has made a career 

change. 

 

An experienced journalist, most recently as a Reporter 

with APTN National News, Amato has joined Treaty 8 

as Communications Liaison for Childrenôs Agenda. 

ñItôs nice to work with a team where people really be-

lieve that they are working towards something so posi-

tive,ò Amato said. 

 

Among his roles, Amato is charged with reviving this 

very newsletter. He will serve as producer and writer of 

THE TIMES, attempting to make it an accurate and 

interesting read. 

 

Creating and maintaining part of Treaty 8ôs website is 

also on the list as is creating a feedback system where 

Treaty 8 employees, members, and elders can voice 

their views on anything related to Childrenôs Agenda 

and Treaty 8 as a whole. 

 

ñI really look forward to hearing from and meeting 

with all of the people who are working to make Chil-

drenôs Agenda the best it can be,ò Amato added. 

 

Sean can be reached at samato@treaty8.org or by call-

ing 1-888-treaty8. 

LIGHTS, CAMERA, COMMUNICATE! 

TO TELL US WHAT YOU THINK OF CHILDRENôS AGENDA 

SEND YOUR QUESTIONS, 

SUGGESTIONS, AND/OR 

COMMENTS TO...  

NEW TROOPS ARRIVE 
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SAYING GOODBYE 
CHILDRENôS AGENDA HONORS THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF ELDER FRANCIS WILLIER 

LIKING WHAT THEY C?  
THE U OF C CONTINUES TO EVALUATE CHILDRENôS AGENDA 

EDMONTONð  According to Dr. 

Anne Marie McLaughlin she is about 

halfway. Right in the middle. Travel-

ling the Treaty 8 map, that would put 

her in Lubicon Lake. But for her much 

anticipated evaluation of Childrenôs 

Agenda, the ETA is about 6 months, 

likely January 2010. 

 

So whatôs the verdict? Are we on the 

right track, or not? Well, McLaughlin 

isnôt able to give a thumb up or thumb 

down on whether test implementation is 

working or not quite yet, buté 

 

ñI can say that there is a lot of interest 

and a lot of enthusiasm about the 

framework,ò offered McLaughlin. ñFor 

specific details I think we have to wait 

for the final report.ò 

An assistant professor with the Univer-

sity of Calgary, McLaughlin and her 

team has taken on phase two of  

an independent investigation meant to 

gain an outside perspective on Childrenôs 

Agenda. 

 

ñPerhaps there may be things that we are 

able to see and understand that may have 

been overlooked from people who are so 

closely connected with the project,ò ex-

plains McLaughlin. ñI think it adds a cer-

tain level of independence and takes away 

some potential bias that may occur.ò 

 

This is the second round of U of C 

evaluations. Phase 1 studied the family 

service delivery model concluding that 

ñthe process of developing the model was 

community focused, respectful and inclu-

sive of the communities within Treaty 8.ò  

 

Childrenôs Agenda researcher Mina Patel 

notes, ñItôs about validation and any pro-

gram like this will get evaluated if they 

want to be legitimized, if they want to go 

for funding.ò 

McLaughlin has already visited the Deneô 

Tha best practice site and plans to visit Stur-

geon Lake before her work is finished. She 

will also be holding interviews and sitting in 

on meetings now and then. 

 

ñItôs a very exciting and challenging oppor-

tunity and we are very happy to have been 

invited into the process.ò 
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EDMONTONð He was a true champion 

of Treaty 8.  

 

For the past 8 years Elder Francis Willier 

has played an integral part in helping to 

improve the health of First Nations in 

Northern Alberta.  

 

Elder Willier, who passed away on June 

17th 2009, had been a part of the Treaty 8 

First Nationôs of Alberta Health Commis-

sionôs Board of Directors since 2001. 

 

ñWe would like to honor Elder Willier; we 

will miss you dearly, your smiling face, 

your stories and endearing manner.ò 

writes Acting Health Director Lorraine 

Muskwa.  

 

ñFrancis was an integral part of the health 

department.  His input and guidance on 

health issues was significant and his deep 

concern for Elders health was keenly ex-

pressed during our meetingsò.  

Elder Willier speaking at one of 100ôs of 

meetings he attended for Treaty 8. 
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ANN NIPSHANK  
CHILDRENõS AGENDA  

MANAGER  
 
 

 
MINA PATEL  

RESEARCH COORDINATOR  
 
 
 
 

 
 

CARA LABOUCANE  
BEST PRACTICE TECHNICIAN ð 

STURGEON LAKE  
 
 

 
ALICE SAWAN  

BEST PRACTICE TECHNICIAN -
DENEõ THA 

 

 
 

SEAN AMATO  
COMMUNICATIONS LIASION  

 

BEATRICE THUNDER 

BEST PRACTICE SITE WORKER 

LSLIRC 

 

DUSTIN AHNASSAY 

YOUTH COORDINATOR 

DENEô THA 

 

MOLLY CHICKSAAY 

BEST PRACTICE SITE WORKER 

DENEô THA 

 

RYK DAVID 

BEST PRACTICE SITE WORKER 

STURGEON FIRST NATION 

ELDER RITA AUGER,  

BIGSTONE CREE NATION 

 

ERICA JAGODZINSKY, K.T.C 

 

JOYCE BADGER, K.T.C. 

 

CHARLINE CARDINAL, W.T.C. 

 

RHONDA SINCLAIR,  

BIGSTONE CREE NATION 

 

MARCELLA CUNNINGHAM, LSLIRC 

 

WILFRED HOOKA-NOOZA 

DENE THA FIRST NATIONS 

 

BERNADETTE SAWAN, 

BIGSTONE CREE NATION 

 

JIM BADGER, LSLIRC 

 

RITA MARTEN, A.T.C. 

 

DEBBIE LARIVIERE-WILLIER, 

LSLIRC 

 

DARIN KEEWATIN, N.P.T.C. 

 

SHARON FOURHORN, A.T.C. 

 

NANCY APANNAH, LITTLE RED 

FIRST NATION 

 


