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Treaty 8 First Nations of Alberta held 

a Constitution Development Work-

shop on  December 14-17, 2009. 

Representation from each of the 23 

First Nations in Alberta were invited 

to attend this workshop. 

The Workshop was co-facilitated by 

the National Centre for First Nation 

Governance (NCFNG). NCFNG is an 

organization that specializes in First 

Nation Governance. 

The objectives of the workshop were 

to:  

Gain a basic understanding of 

what a constitution is and why it 

is important  

Address the questions about con-

stitutions that people have  

Get a sense of some of the chal-

lenges (and solutions) that the 

FN might have in developing a 

constitution  

Show participants examples of 

how traditional val-

ues, principles, and 

forms are reflected in 

governance institu-

tions today.  

Validate partici-

pantsô experience 

and knowledge.  

Assure partici-

Constitution Development Workshop 

What does Inherent  

Mean? 

 

Inherent  

Permanently existing in some-
thing; inseparably attached or 
connected; naturally pertain-
ing to; innate; inalienable; the 
inherent right of men to life, 
liberty, and protection; a natu-

ral right possessed by people 
which is not granted to  those 

people by other people. 

 

Inherent Right  

The authority given to Abo-
riginal people by the Creator 
for self-determination, includ-
ing the right to govern them-

selves. 
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The First Nations Governance Sub-Table (FNGST) 

was assembled in June of 2009. This table was con-

structed to assist Treaty 8 First Nations of Alberta 

in the development of Chapter 5: Treaty 8 First 

Nation Governance and Chapter 6:  Treaty 8 Gov-

ernance  Agreement of the Agreement-in-Principle 

(AiP). The FNGST meets for two days each month. 

Chief Fred Daniels, Fort Smith, is the Chief of the 

Bilateral Process. 

The newly formed FNGST had an intensive meet-

ing in Vancouver in November of 2009. The goal 

of the meeting was to define and begin drafting 

Chapters 5 and 6 of the AiP. The Chiefs had a good 

discussion and began to really discuss the issues 

surrounding these two chapters.  

The Bilateral Process team is ecstatic to be working 

with this sub-table. 

pants that they all can contribute to building a 

constitution because it is about them ï no one 

else has the answers for them  

Provide participants with practical tools, re-

sources, and examples.  

Audrey Marshall, LLB is available to assist First 

Nations in developing their constitutions. If your 

Nation would like to receive assistance or have any 

questions about developing a constitution please 

contact Audrey Marshall. 

For more information contact Audrey Marshall, 

Constitution Development Coordinator at 

780.444.9366.  
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